PROPOSALS to cut down on the

costand time involved in resolv-
ing disputes have been submit-
ted to the Scottish Parliament.

. - ‘The Arbitration (Scotland),
 Bill could save’ ‘milliohs of "

pounds and thousands of hours
in court time and lead to Scot-
land becoming a world leader
m settlements. .

“The Chartered Institute of Ar-
: bltrators says it could also build
sl up anew specialism with an.an-
nual turnover of atleast £15m.

The institute, a global body
| 'whose current president is
Scots lawyer John- Campbell
QC, envisages handling 500
‘new cases per year that might
otherwise clog up the courts
and incur hefty expenses.

It is hoped that the new sys- |

1 " tem will be of particular benefit
1 to small ‘businesses  and indi-

viduals in giving them cheaper, |
easier and’ more user-fnendly ’

access to Justlce

Campbellsaid: “The reality is ;

that a lot of small businesses
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Scotland’s ovefworked courts.
Chartered Institute of Arbitra

cheaper and easier access to justice:
' - He said: “The reality is a lot of small
businesses choose to write off debts and

can’t risk or can’t afford to take the
matter to (¢ :
The Arbitration (Scotland) BllI whlch

has cross-party support, was launghed in

John Campbell QC, presxdent of the .

believes people and sniall firms wilk get' -

dlsputes because-they decide that they.
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Chartered Institute of Arbitrators:

 The Institute, a global body vghose
president is leading Scots lawyer
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ampbell QC, believes that the
- new bill will be of particular benefit .
~ to small businesses and individuals in°
giving them cheaper, easier and more
aser—frlendl’y access to justice. Tt also
says the new law will enable Scotland
to develop a dispute resolution centre

~choose to write off debts and:
- disputes because they decide |
“that they can’t risk or can’t af-

ford to take the matter to court,

Arbitration will give them aless
' expensive and more accessible | .
route for thern to have their dJs- g

te heard” ; . - .which will attract mtematmnataswe" g
puTheela)lfll which has cross—’ 1 . %dmﬁm afb‘t"?tf?‘}?%s\es‘,f e ’
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.Fergus Ewing, minister forcom-" |
munity safety. He said: “Scet:
land should be an easy placeto|

“dobusiness and it needsthelaw
and-courts to back this up and
make Scotland the ‘choice for
dispute resolutions”
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